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Biodiversity Working Group 
Old Down Quarry Future Management 
  

 

Introduction 

In May 2022 a Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (PEA) was conducted by the Wildlife Trust 

Consultancy Service of the Old Down Quarry. This was undertaken following concerns from within 

OPC about public safety and whether the quarry might in future be a suitable site for a nature 

reserve. The study made no significant findings in terms of fauna, a comprehensive list of flora was 

provided with some invasive species identified which are recommended for removal as part of any 

future management plan. No detailed future management plan was included in the report and the 

Biodiversity Working Group were tasked by OPC to review the state of the quarry and advise OPC on 

options for how the quarry might be managed. 

In August 2022 three members of the Biodiversity Working Group visited the quarry to ascertain its 

current state and draw up the list of future management options.   

Current State 

The area of the quarry owned by OPC is shown in the map below. A part of the northern end is 

currently in private ownership.  

 

 There are two points of access into the quarry: 

1. At the southern end of the site via The Snicket. Here there is a gate with a step down into 

the OPC owned section. The only access to the gate is across a permissive footpath on 

privately owned land at the northern end of The Snicket. 

2. Through a field gateway and stile at the northern end of the OPC owned section. This access 

is set back from Old Down Hill, between private dwellings and across a grass verge, and is 

large enough for vehicular access.  
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1. Southern Access Steps and Gate 2. Northern Field Gate Access 

 

A third gated access point, towards the southern end of the site, has been closed off for safety 

reasons, as it situated directly on Old Down Hill and next to what is effectively a ‘blind bend’ for 

anyone exiting the site. There is no footpath on this section of Old Down Hill.  

 

Disused gateway near southern end 

The site is open to the public, though no registered public footpath runs through it. Despite this the 

site is often used by local walkers and by young people who gather there socially. For some years 

young people have used it as an area in which to socialise. During the inspection four teenagers 

were seen entering the area, showing that it is still used by the younger members of our community.  

At the two entrances of the site there are notice boards warning the public that they enter at their 

own risk and outlining the history of the site. These together with the gate and steps at the southern 

end of the site were installed by South Gloucestershire Council. 
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Disclaimer notices at entrances Overgrown understory 

 

At the time of the inspection the understory was very overgrown with ivy and bramble, in some 

areas non-native species that have migrated from gardens close-by have become invasive. There are 

a number of mature trees, including Ash, some of which are suffering from Ash dieback. Two ash 

trees have already been felled at a cost to OPC, as they posed a threat to private dwellings on Old 

Down Hill. More trees may need felling in future at additional cost to OPC for the same reason. 

A well-trodden path through the undergrowth indicates that there is regular human footfall to 

create this. At one point the path dips considerably and becomes very slippery. It is partly soil and 

partly rock and is one of the areas that was first raised as being a safety hazard. 

 

  
Well-trodden path indicates human footfall Steep dip is one safety hazard 
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Further up the ‘path’ leads to a rock shelf and a flat slopingarea, some of which has been concreted 

in the past, much of it is covered in vegetation/moss. This area catches the afternoon sun is often 

used as a seating area and fires have been lit here. This area is high up off the quarry floor and has 

no safety rail. 

  
Rock edge higher up no handholds or rail Part of a flat concreted area 

 

Iron posts, now old and rusting, have been embedded in the rock in some places, but these are 

widely spaced and do not provide adequate safety, especially when the rock shelf steps are wet. 

 

  
Iron post handholds (top right of images) embedded in the slippery rock steps 
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There are a number of trees growing out of the top edge of the quarry rock face in the privately 

owned field above. Most of these are away from the walkway but the root systems may in future 

destabilise the rock, causing it, and eventually the trees, to fall on to the quarry floor.  

The privately owned area to the north of the site was not inspected. We understand (though not 

confirmed) that the ownership of this has recently changed and may be put up for sale. 

Management Options 

Following the inspection, report and further discussion, the Biodiversity Working Group has drawn 

up a number of options for the use and future management of the Quarry site.  

1. Do nothing and close the site off completely to the public. This would require the two open 

access points to be closed off incurring a cost to OPC. It would remove the problem of public 

safety and allow the site to return to a truly wild unmanaged state. Some management of 

any dying mature trees may be required, which would be difficult with the access points 

closed off and also incur cost. It would remove the possibility of litigation should a member 

of the public injure themselves as a result of using the area. While this approach would not 

necessarily increase or enhance the biodiversity of the site, it would leave it completely 

undisturbed by human activity. 

 

2. Do nothing and allow the site to remain open to the public as is the current situation, but 

not promote it as a community space. This does not address one of the original reasons for 

surveying the site due to safety concerns. Legal advice would need to be taken to ensure 

that the disclaimer notices regarding personal safety are sufficient to prevent any possible 

litigation in the event of injury to the public. The lack of management would not necessarily 

increase or enhance the biodiversity of the site and human presence may deter wildlife from 

using it. 

 

3. Close the site completely to the public and put in place a limited management plan to create 

a nature reserve. This approach would give the best chance of providing an improved 

wildlife habitat. Birdboxes and bat boxes etc., could be installed by a limited number of 

volunteers or contractors. This would require some form of on-going maintenance to ensure 

best use is made of the area as a nature reserve and incur some limited initial and on-going 

costs.   

 

4. Leave the site open to the public and put in place a limited management plan for a wild 

space with a view to enhancing as much as is possible, the biodiversity of the site. The same 

approach for encouraging wildlife would be used as in option 3 above. This option will 

require making the area safe to the extent that it limits OPC’s exposure to litigation. 

 

5. Create an ‘activity style’ open community space that is not focused on enhancing wildlife. 

This is the most ambitious and possibly most costly option, as the whole area would need to 

be cleared and made safe. For example, spaces such as picnic areas could be created, a 

professionally designed adventure playground could make excellent use of the terrain and 

the sheer rock face could be used as a climbing wall by inviting a local climbing club to 

control it. It could also be made into a safe woodland walk. There are numerous possibilities 

for the area as a community space that would be for all ages, including teenagers – not 

currently catered for by the play other village play areas. 

 

6. Put the site up for sale. This approach removes many of the problems and costs that OPC 

might face with the other options. OPC has very few assets and would lose yet another by 
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selling Old Down Quarry, it would also be a shame to lose the ability to create a space for 

wildlife and/or our community.  

Considerations 

▪ The cost of options 3, 4 and 5 will be the main consideration in which one might be adopted. 

▪ Due to the amount of work required to implement some of the options, it may not be viable to 

rely on volunteers to do the work required initially to clear the excessively overgrown understory. 

There is also the safety of a volunteer workforce doing any work in its current state to consider. 

▪ Contractors could be employed to carry out some initial work of clearing and making the site 

safer for a volunteer force to the takeover in future. 

▪ For those options that will incur cost, it may be possible to obtain funding either from South 

Gloucestershire Council or be funded by grants from wildlife or other organisations. 

▪ If the area remains open to the public, some work will be required to improve safety and with 

most of the options there will be some on-going maintenance costs, for example in felling trees 

and clearing vegetation. 

▪ The possibility of the owner of The Snicket removing or closing off the permissive footpath at the 

southern access should also be considered. 

▪ Most of the options will require detailed costs and detailed management plans to be drawn up.  

Conclusion and Recommendation 

Old Down Quarry could be a valuable asset to retain as a wildlife reserve, a remarkable community 

space or a limited combination of the two. To assist OPC in making an informed decision on the 

future use and management of the quarry, the Biodiversity Working Group will continue to progress 

with the following activities:  

1. Purchase and install camouflaged motion sensor cameras (similar to those used by wildlife 

filmmakers) to monitor human and non-human activity within the quarry. (Cost approx. 

£400 – budget available within 2022/23 Biodiversity budget.) These will be used for future 

wildlife studies.  

2. Identify suitable contractors and provide estimates to clear the areas that are excessively 

overgrown. We are currently awaiting one such response from Mark Roper. 

3. Identify suitable contractors and provide estimates to make a safe footpath though the 

quarry. 

4. Seek legal advice on the validity of the disclaimer notices at the entrances to the site 

5. Identify possible funding sources for each option. 

6. Identify organisations, outside the parish (e.g., youth / wildlife volunteer schemes) that can 

undertake small amounts of work required to maintain it once the overgrown areas have 

been cleared. 

In the meantime, The Biodiversity has considered and discussed the available options for future 

management and recommend that Option 4 be adopted.  

Option 4: Leave the site open to the public and put in place a limited management plan for a wild 

space with a view to enhancing, as much as is possible, the biodiversity of the site. The same 

approach for encouraging wildlife would be used as in option 3 above. This option will require 

making the area safe to the extent that it limits OPC’s exposure to litigation. 

OPC has already agreed a budget of £4,000.00 to be spent in the year 2023/24 to start the initial 

clearing of the area and to install some bat and bird nesting boxes. The amount of work conducted 

will be limited by the available funds. 

 


