
Olveston Parish Council 
Registered Address: 8 Orchard Rise, Olveston, Bristol BS35 4DY 

Email: clerk@olvestonparishcouncil.gov.uk  Phone: 07780 572594 

Minutes from the Annual Parish Assembly held at Olveston Parish Hall, 
Tockington, on Tuesday 2nd May 2017 at 7.30 p.m. 

Present: Mr J Hughes (Chairman), Mr R Panes, Mr A Williams, Mr M Gibson, Mrs C Offer 

Mrs P Savage, Mr N Gingell, Mr A Baxter, Mr M Riddle (District Councillor) + > 64 parishioners 

Apologies for Absence – not recorded 

The Annual Parish Assembly was held on 2nd May 2017 with over 64 parishioners attending.  The Meeting 
heard from Amanda Deeks, Chief Executive of South Glos Council on the reasons for having a Metro Mayor, 
as well as an update from Richard Lloyd about walks around the Parish and guidance Map Boards.  The 
meeting also reviewed the Parish Accounts, and heard from Parish Councillors of the achievements in the 
last year and the plans for the forthcoming 12 months.  The meeting built on some of the core themes from 
the Parish Vision and the Olveston Parish Steering Group, discussing Housing, Communications and above all 
Traffic & Parking.  Further details of the meeting can be found below, and copies of the presentations given 
are available on the Olveston Parish Council website. 

The West of England Combined Authority - Amanda Deeks OBE, Chief Executive of South Glos Council focused 
on the opportunities that a combined Authority could bring to the region harnessing additional money available 
from central government (an extra £1billion over 30 years).  Ms Deeks noted that despite the affluence of the 
region, 1000 families are living in temporary accommodation, 105,000 new homes are needed, together with 
an improved road network and infrastructure; skills base and a general need for investment.  The local Unitary 
authorities have already started working informally together, and identified the issues of working in 
partnership.  The Combined authority is likely to be sited in existing Council Buildings near Temple Meads, and 
if North Somerset decide to join, then they could do so in 4 years. 

Parish Council Review 2016/17 (John Hughes) – Mr Hughes introduced the Councillors, and thanked Geoff 
Anderson for his work with the Olveston parish Steering Group & Tom Witherbed for his can do attitude, both 
of whom resigned at the beginning of 2017.  The Parking & Traffic Group (led by Pat Hinton) are working with 
South Glos Council representatives to look at long lasting solutions for the betterment of the Parish, but it is 
recognised that this is a long term project.  Mr Hughes also referenced a recent Car accident in which a young 
girl was hurt and extended the Councils best wishes to the girl and her family.  Similarly the Housing Group 
chaired by Charles Patterson have reported back to the Parish Council following publication of the Housing 
Needs Survey, have met with South Glos representatives and are awaiting a response. 

South Glos Council regularly involve the Parish Council with Consultations, and in order to properly evaluate 
them, the Council have involved Richard Lloyd and Julie Grindal to get their considered evaluations and 
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opinions.  Indeed in the last year 29 parishioners have helped the Parish Council with different projects, and it is 
hoped that more people will be involved next year.  Mr Hughes concluded by noting the continued criticism 
about how the Parish Council communicates, and announced the intention to launch monthly surgeries in the 
Olveston Methodist Hall, which is one practical way of increasing visibility. 
 
The floor then asked various questions, noting that following the recent traffic incident that the little girl is now 
recovering well after having walked out in front of a car.  Areas like Dorset & Bristol have developed overall 
traffic calming strategies, and perhaps the Council should also look outwards when considering options.  A 
public meeting on Housing and traffic would be welcomed, and other parishioners asked about the 
Speedwatch.  Mr Baxter noted that highly visible speed checks did a lot to reduce speeds, more volunteers 
were needed, as the Parish already having the equipment it was a matter of an hour long training session.  The 
regular cycle races were questioned, but the meeting noted that the police regularly encouraged routes away 
from main roads. 
 
Annual Financial Review 2016/17 (Richard Rogers) - The first column of figures on Slide 1 are for the year 
ending 31st March 2016, the second column is for the year ending 31st March 2017 (subject to audit), and 
the third column in cream are budget figures for the current year.  The first row is the amount of money that 
the Parish Council started each year with, the table is then set out with the receipts for the year, followed by 
different expenditures and then the last row shows the closing balance for the year. 
 
The first thing to note is the increasing dependence on the precept to fulfil the role of the Parish Council, as 
South Glos Council are phasing out a local support grant that has previously bolstered Parish Council coffers, 
the parish has historically charged a peppercorn rent to several clubs & societies, and although there is a 
potential ‘Community Infrastructure Levy, this amounts to £52 this year.  Alternatively, grants are still 
available but need a dedicated approach and very focused projects to obtain. 
 
Several projects matured during 2016 as shown by the expenditure in the middle column, and nearly £10k of 
reserves were used to meet these planned costs, as can be seen in the bottom row.  Direct expenditure is 
expected to increase further this year, and money also set aside for long term projects such as Biodiversity.  
 
It is also important that the Parish Council maintains an adequate level of reserves (Slide 2), and continues to 
set its level of reserves at £20k, which is modest compared to other Parish Councils about us.  This covers a 
contingency of £15,000 in the event of an unforeseen event or if the District Council fails to provide the 
precept payment on time.  Money is also kept to fund the costs of a contested seat at a Parish Council 
Election, and there is money still left from Parishioner donations to fund the defibrillators a few years ago. 
 
The ongoing assumptions (Slide 3) when setting the 2017/18 budget have been to maintain existing 
standards, to look at ways of improving the local environment, and to start looking proactively at what could 
be passed down from South Glos Council under Localism.  The Parish Council has started a trial to maintain 
Tockington Green and if successful, would look to reduce the level of ‘Special Expenses’ incurred . 
 
(Slide 4)  Looking ahead, the Parish Council recognised in 2016 that the Precept would have to rise 
significantly to keep pace with the ongoing costs of maintaining the Parish, but the level of reserves at that 
time precluded justification of a large rise.  Since then the works done by the Council have used up £10k 
reserves, which is clearly untenable in the longer term.  Even the step change in the Precept still potentially 
results in further inroads into our reserves in the short term, with the work planned for now and in the 
future.  This increase does however appear to be in line with other local Town & Parish Councils. 
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Actual Bank Reconciliation – Yearly receipts (ie the money the Parish Council receives) has progressively 
reduced since 2013.  Payments in general are in the region of £50k, although underspend in 2015 and 2016 
led to an increase in the Reserved which were used last year. 
 
Actual Receipts – Confirms the historical reliance on Grants & Donations that can be sought for ‘significant 
projects’ but difficult to obtain to support ongoing costs that are an increasing part of Parish spend.  The 
Parish Council is also able to reclaim the VAT it is charged one year in arrears. 
 
Expenditure – Recreation areas are the regular grass cutting contracts that are gradually increasing as the 
Parish Council has to take on more responsibility.  The significant Donations and Grants reflect the Queens 
90th Birthday, and the coins bought for all children in the Parish.  The Parish also supported repair work in the 
Allotments for which it has responsibility and the re-fencing of the 3rd Tennis Court outside this Hall.  
Unfortunately many of the Projects that the Council identified have not progressed as well as intended, hence 
lower expenditure than planned. 
 
Anticipated Receipts – obviously now fully dependant on the Precept.  The cost to rent the allotments land 
from the Diocese of Bristol has gone up to £450 pa, part of this figure is met by OPAGA the residual is done 
in kind by managing the allotments on behalf of the Parish Council.  It is the Parish Council’s long held belief 
that the Clubs & Societies using its facilities are done for the benefit of local parishioners so it is wrong to 
charge more than a nominal rent. 
 
Budgeted Expenditure – as can be seen the Parish believes that more Localism costs will fall on it, and can be 
seen in Grass Cutting.  A provision was made in December 2016 for website development and also Legal fees 
that have been allocated to ‘General Administration’.  Redecoration of QAMP and repairs to Bus Shelters are 
also indicated.  2016/17 saw expenditure on the Old Down play Area to extend its effective life, work is 
required this year on the Vicarage Lane Play Area, where significant costs may be incurred in replacing some 
of the play surfaces.  It is hoped that several Projects will be moved on, but it is likely that most of these 
costs will come out of Reserves. 
 
Recreation and Leisure - Richard Panes began by congratulating Olveston United AFC for recently winning 
the GFA Cup Final as well as lying third in their league.  This team has 9 players who were either born or 
living in the Parish, as well as a local manager.  The Tennis & Bowls clubs are also well supported, and are 
something else to be proud off. 
 
Mr Panes apologised that the road signs have not been renovated as fast as many would like, but felt think 
that the right supplier has been found and that the work could now be completed.  A fair bit of money has 
been spent on the Old Down play area to keep it useable while a long term refurbishment is designed, 
costed and financed.  The Queen Alexandra Memorial Pavilion also needs refurbishment to bring it up to 
modern standards for the level the football team is playing at and to encourage youth development.  Mr 
Panes congratulated the Football Club for raising £5k at a recent promise auction.  Tockington Green already 
looks a lot better following the decision by the Parish Council to use its own contractors so that the grass is 
kept shorter and the cuttings removed. 
 
Projects - Nick Gingell focused on the additional projects that the Parish had undertaken including the finger 
post at Old Down, continuing repairs to the War Memorial Steps, the revamp of the Tockington MUGA, and 
the new project to involve local residents in defining, designing and fund raising for the new play area at Old 
Down.  Mr Gingell also commented on the additional works done at Tockington Green welcoming feedback 
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and announcing the intention to extend this local grass cutting if considered a success.  The new Biodiversity 
project is being developed on from tree planting and welcomed the 9 parishioners who had already agreed 
to help.  The Parish is also embarking on a Terrier project to create an electronic archive. 
  
Planning - Tony Williams identified that the Planning Committee have considered 68 different applications in 
the last year, noting that the Parish Councils comments are only advisory, since of the 12 that the parish 
recommended for refusal only three were actually refused. 
 
Communication - Adrian Baxter began his presentation by recognising that Communications was a two way 
street, and committed to a regularly review how effective the Parish Council is getting information out to 
residents.  As part of the Olveston Parish Steering Group, a Sub group had prepared a report on 
Communications that has been very helpful.  The Parish Council is considering creating an email list for 
parishioners so that it can send out information electronically; it regularly contributes to Meeting Point; is 
further populating www.olvestonparishcouncil.gov.uk to complement the existing parish website 
www.olveston.com; and views flyers as a good way to communicate with parishioners although struggles to 
get them out to outlying areas.  Moving forward, the Parish Council would like to evaluate facebook.  
 
Olveston Parish Walks  - Richard Lloyd publicly thanked ‘The forgotten landscape’ team for their help with 
the 6 parish walk leaflets, and the next stage of creating and siting map boards around the parish as part of 
his presentation. 
 
Objectives 2017 /18 - John Hughes referred to the need to quicken the pace of decision making within the 
Parish Council; to keep looking for different ways of communicating with parishioners, noting that whilst the 
website and facebook would help, face to face discussions are often the best and encouraged parishioners 
to use the new monthly surgeries.  Mr Hughes concluded with a further call for people to register their 
interest in developing the Biodiversity project, reminding everyone of the uniqueness of Olveston Parish and 
the importance of keeping the community going through personal involvement. 
 
Closing Remarks - Matthew Riddle mentioned the likely transfer of more powers down to local people.  
Commenting on the planning process he recognised the importance of local opinions but asked parishioners 
to consider that planners also have to obey regulations and associated planning laws before reaching a 
balanced judgement, and sometimes referred applications to a District Planning Committee to make a final 
decision.  In conclusion, Mr Riddle congratulated the Parish on having such a hard working Council and 
thanked them for their hard work.  DRAFT
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